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The end of an era: Outgoing Der Kurier Editor 

James M. Beidler discusses his time as editor of 

the publicationðeverything from his ñorigin 

storyò of sorts, to the improvements made and 

the many ñthank yousò to be givenð as well as 

his thoughts about the future of MAGS.   Page 

123. 

 

 

 

 

Learning to know you: Gordon 

Seyffert takes us through the evolution 

of his understanding of the meaning of 

his family name and the Saxon poem 

at left, from the time his father first 

mentioned it to him as a boy until a 

recent chance occurrence at the IGGP 

conference.  Page 128. 
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ABTEILUNGEN                                                DEPARTMENTS  

 

Ich bin e Sächser, will e Sächser sein. 
 
Ich bin e Sächser, sagó es unverhohlen, 
Denn so ei Völkchen findt man nich so kleich, 
Hat uns der Preiß oochôs halbe Land genommen, 
Mer sein deswegen doch e Königreich 
Und habôn, ich sagôs ganz trocken, 
Mehr in die Milch zu brocken 
 
Ich bin ein Sachse, will ein Sachse sein 
 
Ich bin ein Sachse, sage es unverhohlen, 
Denn so ein Völkchen findet man nicht sogleich, 
Hat uns der Preuße auch das halbe Land genommen, 
Wir sind deswegen doch ein Königreich 
Und haben, ich sage es ganz trocken, 
Mehr in die Milch zu brocken. 
 

I am a Saxon, I want to be a Saxon. 
 
I am a Saxon, say it blatantly, 
For such a tiny people cannot be found so readily. 
Even if Prussia has taken half the country from us, 
We are nevertheless a kingdom. 
And have, I say it very dryly,     [without emotion] 
More that we may cast into the milk.   [to make it thicker] 



 

Mid -Atlantic Germanic Society  Der Kurier     Vol. 3 7 , No. 4,  December 201 9  

 

- 122 - 
 

  

MID-ATLANTIC GERMANIC SOCIETY  
PO Box 241  

New Windsor, MD 21776  
http://www.magsgen.com 

 

Our mission: To stimulate and facilitate research on 
Germanic genealogy and heritage in the mid-Atlantic region 

The Mid-Atlantic Germanic Society (MAGS) is a non-profit genealogical society founded in 
July 1982. Annual dues are only $15 (individual) or $20 (family). Add $5 if you desire a 
printed copy of Der Kurier each quarter. Membership is open to all interested persons 
without regard to place of residence, nationality, or ethnicity. A membership application 
appears on the back cover and on our website. Benefits include: 
 

Spring & Fall Conferences and Workshops Outstanding members-only website 

ï Featuring expert speakers, member discounts ï German research aids, searchable databases 

Der Kurier ï Our award-winning 40-page quarterly 
journal 

Stumped Roots - Individualized research help 
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Source Index by the Allen County Public Library, Fort Wayne, Indiana. A full name index for the previous year 
is included in each March edition. 
Submissions to Der Kurier: Articles concerning Germanic genealogy and heritage in the Mid-Atlantic region 
are welcome, as are ñLetters to the Editor.ò Research articles should document conclusions with appropriate 
citation of primary sources. MAGS reserves the right to edit submissions for length and style. Unless previous 
arrangements are made with the editor, material published becomes the property of MAGS. Deadline for 
submissions: the first of January, April, July and October. Submit to: James M. Beidler, Der Kurier Editor, 
MAGS, PO Box 241, New Windsor, MD 21776. E-mail: newsletter@magsgen.com 
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Writing Finale to a Long Goodbye  ...  

But, Honest ly, Iõm Not Going Anywhere! 

 have told this story before: In 2003, I was in the process of transitioning out of my full-time 

employee job as the executive director of the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania and 

pondering my first steps into being a full-time genealogy freelancer. A call came in from the late 

John T. Humphrey, then president of MAGS, saying that the Societyôs Board had recently decided it 

would free up money to pay the editor of Der Kurier a stipend. Did I know 

anyone who I thought might be a good fit for the job? 

  I never asked John whether or how many other calls heôd already made 

nor if he knew how fervently I was looking for freelance jobs that would not 

be just ñone offò type of deals but rather pieces of work I could use as 

anchorsðthings like editing a journalðin the career I was planning. 

 And, therefore, I donôt know if John had any agenda concerning me 

attached to his call. 

 But I do know that I told John, emphatically, that I was interested. We 

sealed the deal with a handshake when I traveled to his office at the National 

Genealogical Society in the Washington, D.C., suburbs that next week. 

 Even before his death seven years ago, John had moved on from the 

MAGS presidency, but he remained our guiding light for the rest of his lifeð

and to some extent remains so today (as a result of all his lifetime of 

accomplishments, MAGS is nominating John for the National Genealogy Hall of Fame). 

 I tell this story for perhaps the final time in print since this is my ñlast rideò as Editor of Der 

Kurier as part of a well-planned succession in which I am becoming Editor Emeritus of the 

publication and Sean Kesslerða talented young professional genealogist who lives near  

Philadelphia, has scads of German roots, and has a real knack for research in land recordsðassumes 

the role of Editor for this journal. 

 

Accomplishments of the Journal 

 So, what do I think weôve accomplished in my fifteen years with Der Kurier? Well, as weôve 

doubled the size of this journal, weôve also increased the quality, having attracted articles from 

German genealogy superstars such as Roger P. Minert and Fritz Juengling. 

 In addition to John, who was a frequent contributor to the journal both during and after his 

presidency, Iôm hit by a bit of a nostalgic wave as I think about other key contributors who have 

passed on: Corinne Earnest, who wrote her Fraktur Forum column as well as many other items; 

Marilynne Ocando, who always had an eye for an article that would teach the MAGS membership 

(her ñTranslating or deciphering: A big difference,ò September 2005, was a great example of this); 

and Edythe H. Millar, who faithfully collated queries for the publication for many years. 

 Weôve had scholarly cover articles, ones related to business of the Society, and even a poem! 

An essay contest sponsored by MAGS in conjunction with the 400th anniversary of the arrival of the 

first Germans in America   produced some   excellent  articles, too.   The Society  has enhanced   the  

I  

VOM HERAUSGEBER            FROM THE EDITOR

                  

James M. Beidler 
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German genealogy worldôs knowledge of consulate records and Susannah E. Brooks wrote about a 

document dating to 1475. So many of these articles have come from the membership itself. 

 

A Supportive Board! 

During my time as Editor, I could not have been blessed with a more supportive Board for 

MAGS. Many of these folks contributed articles themselves and the rock-solid backing for Der Kurier 

as a key membership benefit was unquestioned (the growth of the journal is a testament to this fact).  

 Your Society has a great bunch of team players who have kept MAGS together during a time 

period when many genealogy organizations have fallen apart. I thank each and every one of the 

current and former Board members for valuing Der Kurier! 

 

MAGS and Its Future 

In the first issue of Der Kurier that I edited in 2004, John wrote the cover article with the 

headline ñSocieties in Crisis.ò As was the case with nearly every genealogy membership organization, 

MAGS suffered from Internet competition. But unlike many societies, MAGS is again growing! 

 

Thanks for the Memories! 

The reaction to my slow-motion resignation was gratifying, and that has made me very 

comfortable in not ñleavingò so much as transitioning to a new role in which Iôll still write a column 

such as this one as Editor Emeritus and be available for anything that Sean needs going forward. This 

has been a wonderful, fifteen-year ride. Thank you, members and readers, for making it so rewarding! 

***  

 And, oh yes, thanks again, John, for calling me about this opening! 

All of Der Kurierôs columnists were in attendance in Sacramento in June for the International German Genealogy Partnership 

conference, from left: Bob Greiner, Ken Weaver, Andrew Hochreiter, Editor James M. Beidler, and Katherine Schober. 
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Looking Forward to 2020  
ere we are at the end of another year.  Die Zeit verfliegt, nicht wahr?  

It was a good year for MAGS.  Its members made well-received 

presentations at the International German Genealogy Partnership 

(IGGP) conference in Sacramento and the national conference of the 

Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) in Washington, D.C.  In fact, the 

IGGP folks told me one of the MAGS speakers had the best reviewed 

presentation at the conference.  MAGS was represented at the Genealogical 

Institute on Federal Records, the teaching arm of the National Genealogical 

Society and FGS.  Spreading the word helped grow our membership.  We 

broke the 450 mark! 

Before I continue, I thank those of you who voted in the recent Board 

elections.  On behalf of the board, we thank you for having confidence in us for another two years.  

As the following narrative indicates, we have bold plans to grow MAGS. 

So whatôs new on the horizon for MAGS?  We have exciting conferences led by well-known 

speakers.  Just a quick note here: both the spring and fall conferences will take place in Laurel, MD; 

be sure to check the MAGS website regularly for updates.  We hope to provide members with more 

hands-on training at our three workshops in 2020; our experiments with that approach this year went 

over well with attendees. 

Next, I want to remind you of the changing of the guard at Der Kurier.  After years of service 

Jim Beidler is stepping down as editor.  Please join me in thanking Jim for his service as he transitions 

to the role of ñEditor Emeritus.ò  At the same time, we are lucky to have Sean Kessler join us as the 

new editor.  Many of you were at the spring conference in Laurel and had a chance to meet this 

energetic, intelligent young man.  We look forward to working with him.  He confirmed his 

commitment to ensure that Der Kurier continues to include color images, maps, and other eye-

catching illustrations to support its articles and enhance its look. 

We also have a great deal of new content in the pipeline to upload to the MAGS website in 

2020.  We plan to add information to existing databases, post searchable datasets to new records, 

upload more scans of visuals such as postcards and maps, and put new research guides online.  Please 

remember, these new products will be available hopefully starting in March.  That means if you donôt 

renew your membership, you will not be able to access them.  You can renew your membership 

online. 

To keep MAGS a viable organization we need your help.  First and foremost, you can help 

your Society by spreading the word about MAGS.  Access the website.  Our crackerjack web 

committee posted good material there, including some great scans of vintage postcards. What you 

find will help you tell potential members why they should join.  Remind your research pals about our 

conferences and workshops.   Remember, our goal is to make MAGS also stand for the Major 

American Germanic Society. It would be great if we could swell our membership total to at least 500 

by next year this time. 

Finally, I wish you a safe, healthy, and happy holiday season. 

Fröhliche Weihnachten, Alle !  

H 

VOM PRÄSIDENT             FROM THE PRESIDENT

                y  

Kenneth W. Heger 
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Correspondence of a Württemberg company that made toys (NARA RG 84, Records of Foreign Service Posts of the 

Department of State; Records of the American Consulate in Leipzig, Saxony, Germany; Letters Received Relating to 

Leipzig Trade Fairs; Vol. 142) 
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Correspondence of a Saxon company that made Christmas ornaments (NARA RG 84, Records of Foreign Service Posts of 

the Department of State; Records of the American Consulate in Leipzig, Saxony, Germany; Letters Received Relating to 

Leipzig Trade Fairs 142) 


