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 On to Bavaria!: MAGS President Kenneth W. 

Heger continues to sift through the records held 

at the National Archives and Records 

Administration about the former consulates in 

the various states of Germany; this issue begins 

a seven-part series on the offices in the Kingdom 

of Bavaria, the largest and richest south German 

state ï beginning with city of Augsburg, 

profiling what records exist and how materials 

on the MAGS website can help you access them. 
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Why test the Y?: ñDNA Discoveryò columnist Andrew Hochreiter gives the 

science behind one of the first DNA tests to be used in genealogy: The Y 

chromosome is found only in males 

and its testing has been somewhat 

eclipsed by the more popular 

autosomal tests, but Hochreiter shows 

with text and charts that it still has a 

variety of uses for family history researchers.  Page 142. 
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MID-ATLANTIC GERMANIC SOCIETY  
PO Box 241  

New Windsor, MD 21776  
http://www.magsgen.com 

 

Our mission: To stimulate and facilitate research on 
Germanic genealogy and heritage in the mid-Atlantic region 

The Mid-Atlantic Germanic Society (MAGS) is a non-profit genealogical society founded in 
July 1982. Annual dues are only $15 (individual) or $20 (family). Add $5 if you desire a 
printed copy of Der Kurier each quarter. Membership is open to all interested persons 
without regard to place of residence, nationality, or ethnicity. A membership application 
appears on the back cover and on our website. Benefits include: 
 

Spring & Fall Conferences and Workshops Outstanding members-only website 

ï Featuring expert speakers, member discounts ï German research aids, searchable databases 

Der Kurier ï Our award-winning quarterly journal Stumped Roots - Individualized research help 

Members discount on items in our store Lending Library ï  At Shenandoah County Library 

  

Officers and Executive Board 

 

Der Kurier is published quarterly in March, June, September and December. It is indexed in the Periodical 
Source Index by the Allen County Public Library, Fort Wayne, Indiana. A full name index for the previous year 
is included in each March edition. 
Submissions to Der Kurier: Articles concerning Germanic genealogy and heritage in the Mid-Atlantic region 
are welcome, as are ñLetters to the Editor.ò Research articles should document conclusions with appropriate 
citation of primary sources. MAGS reserves the right to edit submissions for length and style. Unless previous 
arrangements are made with the editor, material published becomes the property of MAGS. Deadline for 
submissions: the first of January, April, July and October. Submit to: James M. Beidler, Der Kurier Editor, 
MAGS, PO Box 241, New Windsor, MD 21776. E-mail: newsletter@magsgen.com 

President: Dr. Kenneth Heger  president@magsgen.com 

1st Vice President (Membership): Gunter Schanzenbacher  membership@magsgen.com 

2nd Vice President (Programs, Webmaster): Carol Carman  programs@magsgen.com 

Corresponding Secretary:  Jackie Curro corresponding@magsgen.com 

Recording Secretary: Debra A. Hoffman  recording@magsgen.com 

Treasurer: Robert Greiner  treasurer@magsgen.com 

At-Large Board Member: John Frank  atlarge@magsgen.com 

At-Large Board Member (Publicity): Roy Shiflet  publicity@magsgen.com 

Der Kurier Editor: James M. Beidler  newsletter@magsgen.com 

Registrar:  Cheyenne Cashin registration@magsgen.com 

Research Inquiries: Susannah E. Brooks  stumpedroots@magsgen.com  

Sales Manager: Vacant  magsstore@magsgen.com 
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Pausing to Recall a Supporter, 

Lauding Content Providers  
tôs wonderful to be ñin the knowò with an organization such as the Mid-Atlantic Germanic 

Society ï and among the ways Iôm able to keep up with things is kind of obvious: I get to read 

Der Kurier before the rest of you! 

 As hopefully nearly all of you either know or surmise, the content for Der Kurier does not 

come about by osmosis, especially this year as the Society ramped up the size of the publication 

dramatically. But in the decade-and-a-half that Iôve been the publicationôs 

editor, I always have been gratified by the number of people ï both on the 

MAGS Board as well as rank-and-file members ï who have stepped up to 

write one-shot articles or even become columnists for our journal. 

 This type of fond memory brings me to a bittersweet reminiscence. In 

June, Marilynne Ocando, who was Corresponding Secretary of MAGS for 

many years, passed away in Annapolis, MD, at the age of 84. Her obituary in 

Maryland newspapers noted the following:  

ñService held June 23 in hometown Melvin, Iowa, with burial Baker 

Township Cemetery. She was a loving caring mother, survived by two 

daughters and grandchildren. As a young girl she grew up in Iowa/Minnesota 

on a farm with strong values and faith. Later, her passion was researching 

and sharing family German genealogy. Her kind soul will be missed. God 

bless her.ò 

Marilynne was no longer on the Board when I came on as editor but it was obvious that she 

always held MAGS in her heart from the many times she would reach out with an idea ï sometimes 

even writing the article herself, as she did with ñTranslating or deciphering: A big differenceò (Der 

Kurier, Vol. 23, No. 3, September 2005). 

 Other times, she would simply plant the seed with me. She was one of the people I specifically 

reached out to when we decided to expand Der Kurier, to get some of her good thoughts. 

 In addition to giving honor to the memory of this friend of the Society, it seems fitting to put 

in a word that many of you among the readership may have your own ideas to share. As was the case 

with Marilynne ï who sometimes just gave me the ñbullet pointsò ï you donôt need to feel the pressure 

of writing a finished product.  

 My credo is that what interests one member is likely to interest many others, and as a matter 

of fact, an article from member Nancy Mozeleski in this issue proves the point. In her case, tracking 

down her immigrant Schreibeis ancestor and the immigrants of his extended family required 

American records ï as well as writing to the post office of her ancestral hometown!  

 In addition to Nancyôs article, we have our now-regular columnists, ranging from President 

Kenneth W. Hegerôs update on the Society to using Y-DNA (Andrew Hochreiter)  to tracking German 

immigrants forward (Bob Greiner), and thatôs to mention (just briefly) Ken Weaver on dictionaries 

and Katherine Schober writing on misspellings. Thatôs a wrap for another issue! 

I  

VOM HERAUSGEBER            FROM THE EDITOR

                  

James M. Beidler 



 

Mid -Atlantic Germanic Society  Der Kurier        Vol. 36, No. 4,  Dec.  2018  

 

- 124 - 
 

Another Year of Growth  
ur society has continued its march to becoming a significant player 

in the genealogy world during the year we are completing.  As I 

happily reported in every Presidentôs Column this year, we added 

substantial new content to the Societyôs website.  This last quarter was no 

exception.  In this issue of Der Kurier, for example, you will note the first in 

a series of articles on the Kingdom of Bavaria.  Throughout 2019 each DK 

issue will include an article about resources to research that south German 

state. At the end of 2019 we plan to upload visuals to the website to 

supplement the guides to records. 

We continued to represent MAGS to outside organizations. MAGS 

members spoke at conferences, taught at institutes, and served on boards and 

committees of other organizations. In each case, weôve spread the word 

about MAGS. 

Donôt forget about next yearôs International German Genealogy Partnership conference in 

Sacramento; it promises to be a great event. Iôm delighted to report that the IGGP Speakers Committee 

selected four MAGS members to present at the conference: Fritz Juengling, James M. Beidler, Debra 

Hoffman, and I will all speak.  We all plan to trumpet the benefits of MAGS membership. 

Membership chair Gunter Schanzenbacher reports our outreach efforts are yielding fruit.  

Membership is up.  In addition to adding new members from our core states, people living on the 

other side of the country and in Europe are joining the Society.   

We had a successful fall conference in Lancaster this year.  The attendees gave the speakers 

good reviews; we all thought the conference facilities Carol Carman found for us were great.  Thanks, 

Carol! 

Hereôs a brief reminder about our spring conference.  Weôll meet in Laurel, MD, at our 

traditional venue. The nationally known researcher Teresa Steinkamp McMillin will be our speaker.  

She is a dynamite presenter, one whom you shouldnôt miss.  See MAGS website for details and 

guidance on how to register for the event.  Remember, the workshop fills up fast; a McMillin-led 

conference is likely to as well. 

I urge you to access the Societyôs website.  In addition to the databases and guides, there are 

high-quality scans of vintage postcards, maps, and bibliographies to help you find secondary sources.  

There is always information about meetings of other societies, as well as details about upcoming 

MAGS events.  The web committee adds content to the website often; therefore, it is well worth your 

while to type www.magsgen.com into your browser and take a look to see whatôs new.   

Finally, I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!   

 

Fröhliche Weihnachten Alle !! 

 

O 

VOM PRÄSIDENT             FROM THE PRESIDENT

                 

Kenneth W. Heger 

http://www.magsgen.com/
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Registration Open!  
 

 

Discount deadline 15 Jan 2019!  
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Research ing  Bavaria,  

Part I: Intro , Augsburg  
By Kenneth W. Heger, Ph.D.  

 

ith descriptions of sources for Baden, the Hesses, Nassau, and Württemberg well in hand, 

the time has come to turn our attention to Bavaria.  The Kingdom of Bavaria was the 

largest, most populous, and richest state in southern Germany.   It was important 

politically, with its own voice in the Diet of the German Confederation (1815-1866) and later in the 

upper house (Reichsrat) of the German Empireôs Reichstag (1871-1918).  Munich (in German, 

M¿nchen) was one of Germanyôs largest cities, with a rich cultural life and vibrant economy.  Bavaria 

was also the source of many emigrants who made the United States their home, a prime vacation spot 

for Americans traveling abroad, and boasted some of the finest art and music schools in Europe, 

schools that attracted many American students.   

Due to Bavariaôs size and importance, it should come as no surprise that the United States 

established many foreign service posts in the kingdom in the nineteenth century.  Two of those posts 

were in the large Bavarian cities of Munich and Nuremberg (Nürnberg); those consulates produced a 

large volume of records and operated for a long time.  The Department of State also operated three 

smaller, short-lived consulates in the cities of Augsburg, Bamberg, and Fürth.  These posts produced 

and collected correspondence and reports, registered Americans in their consular district, assisted 

Americans facing problems with local authorities, facilitated settling estates, and performed other 

services for American citizens.  These factors make records documenting Americans in Bavaria an 

important source for research.    

This article is the first of a seven-part series discussing the resources the Mid-Atlantic 

Germanic Society will post on the MAGS website to help you with your research.  The first five 

articles will focus on records of individual American consulates.  The sixth article will present 

strategies for finding documents relating to the Bavarian Palatinate. The final article will discuss 

visuals, fact sheets, and updates to MAGS databases the work on Bavaria produced.  This first article 

focuses on the small consulate in Augsburg. 

 

Augsburg 

 

The Department of State established a consulate in Augsburg, Bavaria, in 1846.  Augsburg 

had been an important city before the French Revolution, with the status of an Imperial Free City.  

Given that history, the department overlooked the fact that Augsburg was very close to Munich, 

Bavariaôs capital.  By the 1870s the State Department began to reconsider that decision and by the 

middle of the decade downgraded the post to an agency; after that time Augsburg operated primarily 

to take some of the workload from the larger consulate located in Munich.  The department closed 

the post permanently in 1906, shifting all the postôs duties to Munich.  

 

 

W 



 

Mid -Atlantic Germanic Society  Der Kurier        Vol. 36, No. 4,  Dec.  2018  

 

- 128 - 
 

LIST OF AMERICAN FOREIGN SERVICE PERSONNEL IN AUGSBURG, 1855-1872 

(For additional information see National Archives Microfilm Publication M587, Lists of U.S. 

Consular Officers, 1789-1939) 

 

NAME    POSITION  DATE 

Charles Obermayer  Consul   26 June 1846 

C.O. Gerberding  Consul   11 March 1863 

Frank Swan   Consul   16 January 18651 

W. Colvin Brown  Consul   17 July 1865 

Gustave Jarecki  Consul   4 October 18692 

 

Max Obermeyer  Vice Consul  26 April 1866 

Max Obermeyer  Consular Agent 4 August 1877 

G. Obendorf   Consular Agent 17 May 1886 

 

This State Department list does not contain the names of any personnel after Obendorf. 

 

                                                           
1 Swan declined the appointment 
2 Jarecki resigned 9 November 1872 

Bürgermeister Fischer-Straɓe in Augsburg (Authorôs collection, scanned by 
Claralyn Burt, Katie Daughtry, and Amanda Scott) 

 


