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Subscription lists

Perhaps Your Elusive German Ancestor Is Hiding Herel

By John T. Humphrey

uring the 19" century, authors and
Dpublishers frequently solicited money

from individuals who had an interest in the
publication to help defray the costs of producing
the book.

The names of the subscribers to the
publication were then printed someplace within
the book itself, most often at the back.

An interesting example of one such list
can be found at the back of the /877 History of
Northampton County, Pennsylvania. The list of
persons who helped to underwrite the cost of this
particular book runs through five pages.

The subscribers are listed alphabetically
according to the township where they were living
when the book was published. The entries in this
particular publication can be very useful to
genealogists as many of them note the name of the
subscriber, the township where he was living, and

(Continued on Page 3)
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The subscription list to the 1826 printing of Johann
Hiibner’s Twenty-fifth Exquisite Bible History
appears in the back of the book, which was found

several years ago by MAGS member Ken Craft.
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Welcome to the ‘New’ Der Kurier

It’s anew DER KURIER!

Members of MAGS have probably already noticed several changes that have been made to Der Kurier in
this issue. These changes are part of an ongoing effort to providle MAGS members with better services.

The modifications that have been made to Der Kurier are both stylistic and substantive. In case of
style the editor, Jim Beidler, has chosen a typeface that is more appealing and hopefully easier to read, and
there has been the obvious repositioning of articles. For example what you are reading now traditionally
appeared on the first page of Der Kurier. We have moved “the President’s comments” inside the Jjournal in
order to make room on the front of Der Kurier for the lead article. In addition you will notice more graphics
and photographs.

The other change involves content — we are increasing the number of pages in order to provide
more space for additional articles and material that may be of use to MAGS members. You have undoubtedly
noticed the lead article in this issue deals with Subscription Lists — a potential source of information that is
probably overlooked by many genealogists. The actual list, which has approximately 900 names, also
appears in this issue of Der Kurier.

I'want to thank Ken Craft, a long timemember of MAGS, for bringing this material to my attention;
and ] want to encourage other members to follow Ken’s example. When you find lists, stories or new
resources such as Johann Hubner’s subscription list please consider putting together a short article for Der
Kurier about the material. If you are not comfortable writing then please mention something to the editor of

Der Kurier, and we will see what can be done so it can be published.
I want to say thanks to Jim Beidler for his suggestions, ideas and hard work in making these changes
come about and I also need to say thanks to the MAGS Board for enabling us to make this happen.

John T. Humphrey
President

Subscription LiStS (Continued from Page 1)

his dates of birth and marriage along with the
name of his spouse. A typical example is the entry
for Edwin Engler, a teacher and farmer who was
living at the time in Easton, Pennsylvania. The
entry noted Engler was born in Forks Township
on March 15, 1837, and he married Sabina Shafer
on Christmas Eve, 1861.

A subscription list of interest to Der
Kurier readers was found several years ago by
MAGS member Ken Craft. While en route to the
NGS Conference in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Ken
and his wife stopped in Chicago where they
discovered the book in an antique secretary in a
downtown department store. Ken purchased the
book and gave it to me with the understanding at
an appropriate time the subscription list at the rear
of the book would be published in Der Kurier.

The book was printed in 1826 in German
by a Harrisburg, Pennsylvania printer — William
White and William Boyer. The title of the book
was translated to read Johann Hiibner’s Twenty-
fifth Exquisite Bible History from the Old and

New  Testaments Providing 104 Copper
Engravings and the Register; the Best
Composition Together with a Preface of the
Authors.

As with the Northampton County book,
the subscription list for this particular publication
can be found at the back of the book. The 15
pages list the names of the subscribers by surname
according to the county where they were living.
Of note, this particular subscription list includes
the names of men and women—something that is
rare for the time period. The lists shows the
majority of subscribers to John Hiibner’s Biblical
History were living in Lebanon, Lancaster and
Dauphin counties, Pennsylvania, but perhaps that
should not be too surprising as the book was
printed in Harrisburg.

The author’s origins and biography have
not been found but he probably has some
connection to Philip and Bernhard Hiibner whose
children were baptized at the Hain’s Reformed
Church in Lower Heidelberg Township in Berks
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County. Of note the only Hiibner who was a
subscriber to this particular publication was a
Daniel Hiibner who was listed as a resident of
Heidelberg Township in Berks County,
Pennsylvania.

A random check of surnames appearing
on this subscription list with surnames found in
the Pennsylvania Births Series suggests Hiibner’s
Biblical History was not supported by members of
only one denomination as men and women are
named on these lists who were members of both
the Lutheran and Reformed churches. Subscribers
with the following surnames were listed in
Tupehocken Township in Berks County:
Diefenbach, Engelhardt, Lechner, Ried, and
Zeller. All of these family names can be found in
the registers of Christ Lutheran Church,
Stouchsburg, Marion Township, and Altalaha
Lutheran Church in Tulpehocken Township,
Berks County. In Donegal Township, Lancaster
County, the following surnames appear among the
76 men and women who were listed in that
township: Hachenberger, Vogelsang, Mumma,
Eschelbach, Gillman and Lindemuth. Many of the
family names appearing on this list can be found
in records of Reformed churches located in
Donegal Township but not exclusively so as the
surnames of others appear in the registers of the
Lutheran church in the same county and township.

Lists such as this one can become useful
when working on troublesome ancestors, because
they offer family historians an opportunity to use
another kind of record to fix an ancestor to a
certain place and time.

And, genealogists searching for
information on their German ancestors should pay
special attention to lists that were created by
Germans because the names on that list will
appear as the ancestor spelled his name and not in
the form the name was spelled by an English-
speaking clerk. A good example is Christian Boltz

who shows up on this list as a resident of Derry
Township in Dauphin County. A descendant of
Christian Boltz trying to find him in the U.S.
Censuses that were taken both before and after
this list was created will not find Christian with
any ease. In 1820 he was enumerated as a resident
of Derry Township under the name of Christian
Keltz. In 1830 he was listed as Christian Fultz, Sr.
The 1830 entries also show a Christian Keltz, Jr.

Lists similar to this one can help in other
ways as well—they offer genealogists an
additional set of names. A search of the 1820 U.S.
Census for Londonderry Township in Dauphin
County will disclose four men with the surname
Shenk: Christian, John, Jacob and a another
Christian. Ten years later, not surprisingly, there
are more men listed with that family name, among
them an Adam Shenk. The question for the
genealogist working on the Shenk family becomes
who is Adam Schenk and when did he first appear
in records?

Lists such as this one can help answer
those sorts of questions. A search of the
subscribers who helped to pay for the publication
of Johann Hiibner’s book will notice Adam
Schenk was a subscriber along with Christian and
Jacob. By 1830 Adam had clearly left the home of
his parents and started a family of his own. His
presence on a list created in 1826 suggests he was
probably coming of age about the time this list
was created.

Lists can be very useful to the diligent
family historian and this is especially true of lists
that were created for people whose ethnic origins
were different.

If the list was created by someone who
spoke the language of an immigrant ancestor or
his children, then that list will offer anyone
researching that family an opportunity to
determine how your ancestor really spelled his
name.

Subscribers Who Paid to Publish Johann Hiibner’s Biblical History

Some of the wording has been changed from the original. For example Lebanon Township in
Lebanon County was recorded in the original as Libanon Taunship in Libanon Caunty — or Jonestown in
Lebanon County was recorded as Jonestaun. Lehigh County was written as Lecha Caunty and Lower Paxton
Township in Dauphin was recorded as Niederpaxton Tauschip.

Abbreviations follow the names of a number of individuals on this list. One abbreviation in
particular, Ehrw. refers back to the German word Ehrwiirden or Reverend suggesting the men where this
abbreviation appears were ministers. Esqr. is the other abbreviation used. It is a designation used in this

country to note the person so designated was a lawyer.
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Verzeichniss der Namen der Geehrten Unterstutzern dieses Buches
(List of names of the honored patrons who supported this book)

Berks County
City of Reading

Johannes Frill
Carl M’ Williams

Heidelberg Township
Christian Hertzler
Elisabeth Borkholder
Philip Stehley

David Dieffenbach
Daniel Hiibner

Tulpehocken Township
Johannes Bauer
Johannes Diffenbach
Jacob Zeller

Margaretha Storrey
Jacob Jotter

Abraham Andreas
Christoph Ried
Abraham Neukomer
Samuel Schutz

Heinrich Engelhardt
Georg Lechner
Johannes Ried

Martin Baum

Friedrich Weil

Johannes Kerr
Benjamin Boyer

Peter Schmidt

Mr. Schulz, store owner,
Wommelsdorf

Bucks County
Springfield Township

Michael Landis

Paul Marsteller

Jacob Meyer

Christiana Fluck
Catharina Staut

John Smith

Joseph Meyer

David Mack

John Fackenthall. Esq.
Johnn Matts, Richland Co.

Cumberland Coun
Mifflin Township

Johann Johann Wissler
Daniel Wissler

Jacob Wissler

Samuel Weis, Esq.
Martin Miller

George Christlieb G. Horning, West
Joseph Lander Pennsboro

John Pauly John Binder
William Wissler John Ziegler
Jacob Negly H. Habliston,
Philip Duck Shippensburg

Conrad Clever

East Pennsboro Jacob Bressler

Township Heinrich Killbesser
Martin Rapp M. Wolf, South

Isaac Longenecker Middletown

Daniel Pratz Johan Hause

John Dill J. Hiessner, Carlisle
Jacob Kuntz Georg Heilig, Newville
Benj. Longnecker Wm. Lehman, Frankford
William Miller T.

James Commings

Wilhelm Schitz Columbia County
Elisabeth Wormley Ehrw. Peter Kessler,
Johannes Snebly Bloomsburg

Michale Hebeisen, Esq.

Johannes Heck Breyer Krick [sic]

John Bowman Christian Neuhut
Jacob Wise Georg Kelchner
Wilhelm Stagmiller Solomon Bauer

Johannes Hess
Michael Remele
David Lissner

J. Georg Hebeisen
J. Michael Hebeisen

Monroe Township James Reist

S. Grabill Samuel Drescher

Leusi Ferster Johannes Krner/Kroer [?]

Samuel Worst Joseph Miller

John Bertels Joseph Holman

John Leidig Daniel Schiffer

Henry Wolf John Dietrich, S. Lehrer [
school teacher]

Allen Township Samuel Sitler

John Snyder

Michael Ledig Bloom Township

Jacob Kaft Johannes Geuman

Baldhafer Gungel Peter Geuman

Joseph Horning Wilhelm Hagenbech

Heinrich Wolf Michael Wehr, Mifflinburg

Silverspring Township Dauphin County

Martin Longsdiff Harrisburg

Daniel Ernsberger T. A. Schultz

Philip Casseman Ehrw. G. Lochman

Daniel Miiller H. Miller Buchbinder
Johannes [?77]

Wormleysburg David Eschlem, an

Jacob Killheffer Joseph [?7?]tz

Benjamin Erb Johannes Ferling

-5.

Heinrich Frankford
George Zigler
Johannes Closs
Michael Keller
George Boyer, Jr.
Johannes Bobb
Peter Wissel

Peter Miller

John Bandessin
Friedrich Kelker
Wilhelm Mayer
Daniel Ream
Heinrich Kohlstock
Nicholas Ott

Swatara Township
Jacob Becker

Jacob Newkommer
Jacob Chob

Peter Becker
Ludwig Wertt
Rudolph Fissler
Philip Stentz
Elisabeth Cassel
John Eschenauer
William Tippenhauer
Christian Eschenauer
Henry Licht
Jonathan Hawk
Christian Forteny
Michael Hoover
Christian Hoover
Michael Hoover
Peter Weis
Johannes Forteny
Johannes Noo
Michael Franz
Jacob Rissley
Philip Greiner
Christian Hoover

Londonderry Township
Christian Schenk
Andreas Henrich
Jacob Eschleman
Maria Lehman
Rudolph Chrisman
Johann Noll
Samuel Hoffer
Johann Nister
Christian Gisch
George Hoffert
Christian Groble




























































