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Founded in 1982, the Mid-Atlantic Germanic Society is 2
national organization founded to stimulate and facilitate
research on Germanic ancestors who settled in the mid-
Adlantic region in the 17, 18" and 19" centuries, Ouc interests
cross state boundaries in the mid-Atlantic area and thus are
regional rather than state-otiented.

For mote information about MAGS, write to:
the Mid-Atlantic Germanic Society at P.O. Box 2642, Kensington,
ML} 20891-2642, or visit cur web site at hityr/ /www.roorsweb.com/ ~usmas,

MAGS - The First 20 Years

Duting the 1970s the Washington D.C. beltway region was
witness to major changes in the genealogy community. It was a
boom time brought on by Alex Haley’s Roots seties that appeared on
national television in 1975. New genealogy groups were formed and
memberships soared. Research centers in the area such as the
National Archives, Library of Congtress, and NSDAR Library
responded to the increased need for personnel and security
procedures.

Demands in the field of Germanic research became evident
as events sponsoring lectures on the subject emerged as the best
attended. Some of the same people were seen repeatedly at such
meetings, and many formed car pools to attend events in
Pennsylvania just to spend a day learning about theit Germanic
heritage. Conferences held by the Pennsylvania Chapter of Palatines
to Ametica (PalAm) were always popular events. It was 2 member
of that group, Bevetly Repass Hoch of Darnestown, Maryland, who
recognized the need for a Beltway German-interest group and
would spearhead the formation of the society later known as Mid-
Atlantic Germanic Society.

Discussions with PalAm resulted in the formation of 2
Maryland Chapter of PalAm that would draw its membership from
Maryland, northern Virginia and the District. A letter and question-
naire was sent out to canvas the region. As expected, the response
was immediate and enthusiastic with neatly 50% of the question-
naites returned giving encouragement and sharing ideas. The first
officers of the new society were Beverly Repass Hoch and Norman
C. Emerick, Co-Chairpersons; Robert ]. Miller, Treasurer; Deborah
Showalter, Secretary; and Lyla Greathouse Gold, Membership. -

Soon a change in philosophy by PalAm regarding the scope
of the chapter and allotment of dues resulted in a decision by the
new group to form their own society. A core group committee was
formed on July 10, 1982, to establish the new society named Mid-
Atlantic Germanic Society (MAGS).

The founding members envisioned a national organization
primarily focusing on the study of Germanic immigrants who
settled in the mid-Atlantic regions of America and other geographic



areas included in their migratory patterns. The mid-Atlantic area was MAGS’ first membership year began September 1, 1982.

defined as New York, New Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania, All those who joined the first year were designated charter
Matyland, Virginia, what is today West Virginia, the Carolinas, and members. By the end of the year on September 1, 1983, charter
Georgia. memberships numbered 260. Memberships increased in 1984 to
The first years of the new organization were a struggle to over 375.
build memberships and to become a viable society. Advertising the Debbie Showalter (later Brown) edited the first society
new society, collecting revenue from dues, and framing a consti- newsletter, Der Kurier, overseeing its naming, design of the logo,
tution and by-laws were the first order of business. Advice was so- collection of copy, and format for the publication. The first issue
licited and accepted from key people in several local and national was published in September 1982, typed (using a typewriter) by
groups. Helen Collison, and printed, collated and mailed by Matta Coffman.
Sactifices by members of the core group in support of the The logo design was modified in 1994 to the form we see today in
new society wete impressive in many cases. Although encouraged to Der Karier, our other publications, correspondence, and elsewhere.
request reimbursement, costs for phone charges, postage, photo- The members of MAGS who have setved on the Executive
copies, travel, etc., often were not mentioned. The core group Board over its first two decades are as follows:

worked tirelessly compiling membership lists, collecting dues,
driving to regular planning meetings, soliciting support, and burning

up the phone lines. Board meetings were graciously hosted in the © PRESIDENT
home of Ardyce.Harnson for many years. Members of the founding Notman C. Emerick (1982-1985)
core group wete: Anne T. Tenny (1985-1989)

. . Cathtyn S. Dippo (1990-1991)
Samuel M. Andrusko, Sliver Spring, Md. Debbic M.S. Brown (1991-1995)

Marta Coffman, Uppet Marlboro, Md. Cotinae P. Earnest (1995-1999)

IP\]Iclen H. f‘g‘s"ﬁ;f"ﬁﬁfj’ﬁ,“fe’ ll\vdlg- Albert E. Werking (1999-2001)
otman C. Emerick, ore, Mda. Dorothy J. Reed (2001)

Dotis & Geotge Suresch, Glen Burnie, Md.
Lyla Greathouse Gold, Silver Spring, Md. John T. Humphrey (2001-Present)

Ardyce E. Harrison, Kensmgton, Md.

Beverly Repass Hoch, Datnestown, Md. FIRST VICE-FRESIDENT
Ralph F. Knisely, Frederick, Md. Beverly Repass Hoch (1982-1985)
Robett J. Millet, Silver Spring, Md. Nancy H. Mossburg (1985-1987)
Fred Palmer, Middletown, Md. ‘] Paul E. Fogle (1987-1993)
Mariam H. Phillips, Glen Burnie, Md. Dorothy M. Reed (1993-2001)
Deborah Showalter, Seabrook, Md. ) Susannah E. Brooks (2001-Present)

Kathryn Sharp, Silver Spring, Md.
Claire C. Sions, Baltimore, Md. SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT

ertl:grn}nl ;Sw;rm, Sﬂéer Sp;l;g, kl\’dgd . Mary K. Meyer (1983-1987)
as [enny, Lxatrett Far : Peter Linder (1987-1991)

Robert A. Weimer, Towson, Md. Anne T. Tenny (1991-1993)
Frank Wiseman (1994-1997)



Beity deKeyser (1997-1999)
John T. Humphry {1999-2001)
Jane Adams Clarke (2001-Present)

RECORDING SECRETARY

Kathryn S. Dippo (1983-1985)
Ardyce E. Harrison {1985-1987)
Kathryn $. Dippo (1987-198%)
Linda Gail Komar (1989-1993)
Blanche D. Rattigan (1993-1995)
Deyerle R. Atkins (1995-Present)

CORRESPONDING SECTRETARY

Paula L. Busick (1983-1985)
Phyllis Lott (1985-1987)
Doris Suresch (1987-1991)
Shirley Fotrester (1991-1995)
Marilynn G. Ocando (1995-2001)

Patricia Packer Cramer (2001-Present)

TREASURER

Robert J. Miller (1983-1993)
Linda Gail Komar (1993-2001)
David Pincock (2001-Present)

AT LARGE MEMBERS
Ardyce Hatrison (1988-1989)
Geoge Billingslea (1988-1989)

Robert Hull (1989-1997)
Helen Collison (1989-1991)
Jo Ann Roland (1991-1995)

Joha T. Humphrey (1995-1999)

Edna Jo Boroff (1997-2001)

Betty deKeyser (1999-Present)
Jean Blaich Ehlers (2001-Present)

With pride we look to MAGS’ accomplishments over the
past 20 years. The cornerstone of the society has always been its
Spring and Fall meetings where national and international experts
come to speak. Our quarterly newsletter, Der Kurter, has grown from
a 12-page typewritten newsletter to a 20-page state-of-the-art
quartetly filled with feature articles, compiled genealogical data,
family records, book reviews, queries, and timely news on the theme
of Germanic research.

Over the past 20 years memberships have increased to an
impressive 600 members. Likewise, society programs have expanded
to include a surname exchange index, a 12,000-plus Germanic
surname index file submitted by members, and its Stumped Roots
service providing individual research assistance to members. In
1993, member Carl Shrader formed a lending library that today
contains some 7,000 items for membet’s use. The Society published
its first book in 2001, Abnentafels: Ancestral Charts for Families of
German Heritage. MAGS also serves the genealogy world through its
web site at http:/ /wrww.rootsweb.com/ ~usinags.

Many of the charter members of MAGS have continued
their membership and involvement over the last 20 years. Those
dedicated members are:

Warren E. Bleinberger
Deborah M.S. Brown
J. Warren & Melissa M. Burger, Jr.
Helyn Hatton Collison
William 5. & Patricia A. Cramer
Cathtyn S. Dippo
Norman C. Emerick
Otan 5. Emrich
Bemice H. Grace
Iris M. Gray
Klaus H. Heint
Beverly Repass Hoch
Irene M. Hopkins
Lucia Z. Kilby
' Ralph F. Knisely
Linda Gail Komar



Edythe Hoff Millar
Susan N, Molyé
Nancy H. Mossburg
Katl J. Parrish
Carol L. Porter
Margaret E. Reese
Carolynn Yutzy Rice
Kathie 5. Ritchey
Nancy W. Singleton
Joan C. Stoecker
Albett E. Werking

The Next 20 Years

Over the past 20 years, membets of the Mid-Adantic
Germanic Society have been dedicated to the preservation of the
founders’ vision for a society that would study and interpret the
Getmanic heritage of the mid-Atlantic region of the United States.
As we look to the future, we will carry on that vision, serving as a
bridge to the new generations of Germanic progeny.
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Compiled by Beverly Repass Hoceh, CGR3




